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End of a VHS era
Find out what happens to old 
tech at Langara in a behind-the-
scenes video at langaravoice.ca
ONLINE SPECIAL
Rap for religion
A Langara student uses rhyme 
and rhythm to spread the word 
of his faith. P4
ENTERTAINMENT
Caps seek a win
The Vancouver soccer club 
is looking for gains after a 
disappointing season start. P8
SPORTS
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Brandon Ferko, Jennifer Cole and Britaney Ellis share two joints near Cannabis Culture and the New Amsterdam Cafe on W Hastings Street. SASHA ZEIDLER PHOTO
 By SASHA ZEIDLER
D espite a ban from the park board, organizers of Van-couver’s 4/20 rally plan to continue celebrating at 
Sunset Beach Park, even as city council 
ponders potential replacement spots.
After two decades at the Vancouver 
Art Gallery, the annual event which cel-
ebrates marijuana culture was relocated 
to Sunset Beach last year. On March 
6, the Vancouver Park Board voted to 
deny a permit to all cannabis-related 
events on Vancouver parks land, includ-
ing the beach.
Though city councillors discussed 
new 2018 locations Wednesday, 4/20 
organizers are 
staying put.
"We've never 
had a permit for 
4/20 over the 
years, in fact this 
is the first time 
the park board 
ever considered 
giving us a permit,” said cannabis activ-
ist and 4/20 organizer Dana Larsen. “I 
would rather have a permit, but it's not 
going to stop us from protesting and 
doing our celebration.”
Proposed 2018 locations include Lar-
will Park and city 
lands in south False 
Creek. The PNE de-
cided against host-
ing the event despite 
interest. PNE media 
relations’ Laura Bal-
lance said they may 
reconsider next year.
“We evaluated the event from a lo-
gistics and business point of view and 
made the decision not to host it on our 
site,” Ballance said.
Shane Simpson, the MLA for Van-
couver-Hastings, agreed.
“I thought it was inappropriate to 
suggest putting [the 4/20 event] in a 
residential area without any consulta-
tion with people in the area,” he said.
Larsen thinks the park board is not 
treating the cannabis community with 
the level of respect they deserve.
“[Next election] we will definitely be 
lobbying the cannabis community to 
elect a more favourable park board that 
will treat 4/20 like all other civic events 
and grant us a permit," he said.
Park board ban won't deter cannabis celebrators' April plan 
49 is the 
new 50 at 
Langara
4/20 smoked out of city parks
Pricey promos planned 
for college's birthday
Actors get into fighting form 
Garwin Sanford, film arts instructor, choreographs a fight between students 
Asher Krohn and Jarod Kaplan at Langara College. VIOLETTA KRYAK PHOTO
Arts week shows 
off useful skills
 By VIOLETTA KRYAK
P unches flew in the foyer of Lan-gara College’s Building A this afternoon, though this brawl was 
just a demonstration of fight choreog-
raphy by film arts department students 
that highlights a useful skill in the film 
and theatre industry. 
The half-hour fight demonstration is 
the opening act of nearly two months 
of Creative Arts & Industries Pop-Up 
Gallery exhibits to showcase Langara 
students’ work, including those in film 
arts.
Garwin Sanford, an instructor at 
the film arts program, said the event is 
a good way to let students know what 
his department is doing and advertise 
to students.
“We’ve actually had students come to 
the program because they saw us in the 
hall here,” Sanford said.
This year, Sanford chose to display 
some fight choreography, meaning ac-
tors perform violent scenes that look 
real, but nobody gets hurt. It's a po-
tentially key skill for actors looking for 
roles in anything from Shakespeare to 
Superman.
“We’ll be choreographing a fight. 
[Today we have] the first two beats, 
then we are going to add more and it’ll 
be probably be a 60 second fight by the 
time we are done,” Sanford said.
Asher Krohn, a student in the film 
arts program, who is one of the fighters 
for the pop-up event, said that safety is 
 By JASON GILDER
A s Langara College approach-es its 49th anniversary, the school’s proposed budget has 
revealed plans to celebrate the year as 
a milestone.
According to Langara’s proposed 
2017/18 budget, the college will seek to 
set aside funds to put together “49 years 
on 49,” a celebration with a nod to West 
49th Avenue. 
Langara College has yet to officially 
announce the launching of the initia-
tive, but the proposed budget earmarks 
$324,000 in salaries and benefits to 
“initiate a major promotional and fun-
draising campaign celebrating [the an-
niversary.”
Also allocated was $57,000 for 
fees and contract services. All told, 
$411,000 has been set aside in the po-
tential 2017/18 fiscal budget to produce 
“49 years on 49.”
Gerald Calderon, a coordinator for 
UBC Centennial, said their 100-year 
anniversary celebration thrived because 
of external community involvement, 
and believes Langara should take note.
“We consulted with students, faculty, 
staff, the external community,” Calde-
ron said. “The best way to do that is 
to engage the community as widely as 
possible.”
Adam Brayford, associate project 
director of SFU’s 50th anniversary, 
encouraged Langara to declare what 
makes Langara unique.
“It’s all about identifying who you are 
and then using this increased period of 
attention and exposure to really ham-
mer that home,” said Brayford. “Cele-
brate what makes you distinct in higher 
education.”
Mark Dawson, manager of commu-
nications and marketing at Langara 
College, declined to comment.
“I would rather have 
a permit, but it's not 
going to stop us...”
— DANA LARSEN, 4/20 ORGANIZER
Please see COMBAT SKILLS, page 3
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Inspiring Vancouver Everyday role modelsIn the second part of a two-part series, we showcase inspiring Vancouveri-tes who stand apart and inspire our community through their stories.
David Moe and Alyson Clow work on a prosthetic at Barber Prosthetics Clinic on March 9. LAURA BROUGHAM PHOTO
3D hope for amputees
 By LAURA BROUGHAM
W hen first walking into Barber Prosthetics Clinic, it might seem daunting entering di-
rectly into the workshop, but that im-
pression is very short lived. 
As soon as you encounter David Moe 
he brings a sense of fun and relaxation 
to the room.
Moe is the owner of Barber Pros-
thetics, a South Vancouver 
company that does research 
in the field of prosthetics, as 
well as making them, and 
is starting to explore 3D 
printing.
Moe has been around 
prosthetics his whole life. 
His father used to work in 
the Children’s Hospital in 
Calgary before buying his 
own practice in Edmonton. 
The practice became a family busi-
ness, and through his time at that prac-
tice, he worked with his father, two of 
his uncles, his grandmother, his sister 
and his brother.
“I started at 14 and I’m still here,” 
Moe said. 
When his father bought a practice in 
1979, “I started going there and sweep-
ing the floor at the end of the day. I’d 
grab the bus and I’d go down to work, 
my dad would stay a half hour late so 
I that I could get two hours worth of 
work in.”
Every patient is approached differ-
ently, because some techniques used for 
one patient can’t be used in the same 
way for another, according to Moe.
“Each person is like a puzzle,” Moe 
said. “Our role is to know that there is 
a puzzle, and then help the people to 
figure out which piece is the next piece 
that’s actually going to go in to that 
puzzle.”
Moe hopes that by the end of his 
working career, he leaves the profes-
sion better than he entered it, whether 
through his work at Barber Prosthetics, 
or his time as a prosthetics instructor at 
BCIT.
“I’m always striving to see if we can 
be better, to see if we can raise the bar, 
to see if we can develop the highest 
standard of patient care that’s available,” 
Moe said. 
“My goal is to hopefully leave my 
profession better than I entered it."
Barber Prosthetics got a 3D printer 
in November of last year, but Moe is 
hoping to answer some questions about 
the strength of the sockets, or the piece 
that joins the prosthetic to the residual 
limb, before giving any clients anything 
3D printed. 
Moe is doing research with the Na-
tional Autonomous University of Mex-
ico and BCIT on this topic.
“We just created 48 sockets, we’ve 
just broken them all, and now 
we have the data to compare 
3D printed against how we 
create them now and we’ll be 
able to write a paper,” Moe 
said. 
“Once we know it’ll be 
strong enough, I think I’ll 
have a far more likelihood of 
allowing people to walk them, 
and we’ll usher in the 3D 
printing in a safe, controlled 
manner.”
Decorations are hung up around the 
workshop, to give patients something to 
look at. One decoration, a ruler twisted, 
no longer useful, hangs prominently.
“It was a ruler and it had a whole 
bunch of felt marks on it,” Murphy said. 
“Then [somebody used] some acetone 
to rub that mark off, and it took a whole 
swath of the actual increments off, and 
it was like ‘well this just became useless.’ 
So we just bent it into a little shape.”
Testing the limits of printing new prosthetics
“I’m always striving.....
to see if we can develop 
the highest standard 
of patient care that’s 
available."
— DAVID MOE 
OWNER, BARBER PROSTHETICS
Aging sewers to get needed upgrade
 By KURTIS GREGORY
A recent injection of funds into local municipalities boost ef-forts to transition away from 
sewage systems that eject sewage into 
local rivers.
Burnaby will receive $5.8 million 
and New Westminster will be given 
$5.5 million from the Clean Water and 
Wastewater Fund in order to accelerate 
their transition to a newer system.
The system will seperate the waste-
water from the sewage, preventing the 
Workers install sewer pipe near Westminister Highway in Richmond in 1988. 
PHOTO COURTESY CITY OF RICHMOND
need for run-off in times of high water. 
Fred Nenninger, director of policy, 
planning and analysis with Metro Van-
couver, said that the 
combined systems 
stopped being built 
in the 1960’s and 
only exist today in 
older parts of the 
cities.
“The combined 
sewer systems...
are in the very old 
parts of the City of 
Vancouver, the old-
est part of Burnaby, primarily the lower 
west part of Burnaby, and New West-
minster,” said Nenninger.
Nenninger said that of the 1.1 billion 
litres of sewage that is processed each 
year, as much as one and a half percent-
age of it is ejected with storm water 
through 40 overflow locations.
Kelly Sveinson, an instructor with the 
environmental studies faculty at Lang-
ara, said that the run-off causes a pro-
cess known as eutrophication, where by 
excess nutrients causes organisms like 
algae to bloom voraciously, depleting 
oxygen supplies in the water and caus-
ing stress or death to animals. 
If the run-off was stopped, Sveinson 
said the blooms will likely become less 
sporadic.
“You might see more stability in the 
ecosystem, the usual thing where there’s 
not pulses of nutrients."
George Otieno, project engineer with 
New Westminster, said that the money 
must be spent by March 2018.
Government funds set 
aside to replace Metro 
Vancouver sewers
Kelly Sveinson 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
STUDIES PROFESSOR
 By  JASON GILDER
S tanding in the middle of the Fair-view Pub, Alex Viel straddles the line between two very different 
worlds. To his back, the assorted pa-
trons of the Fairview, and to his front, 
the 17 members of 
the South Van Big 
Band jazz orchestra. 
Viel is both 
founder and leader 
of the South Van 
Big Band, his job 
is to direct the per-
formers, and to cre-
ate the connection 
between the band 
and the audience. 
For a few hours, he fills the Fairview 
with the sounds of a bygone era.
Viel has been involved in music since 
he was a child, performing in several 
jazz bands growing up. 
As an adult, Viel was introduced to 
Vancouver’s jazz scene. There are about 
20 jazz bands that perform in the Met-
ro Vancouver area, as well as an annual 
jazz festival every summer, Viel said.
The South Van Big Band was found-
ed by Viel during the summer of 2010; 
while several jazz bands already exist in 
Vancouver, Viel wanted to create a band 
with a more modern sound.
“I wanted to do something a bit 
more modern, and a little bit more on 
the edge,” Viel said;.“The professionals, 
they push more into doing new, origi-
nal, creative music that’s more relevant 
to the current time.”
Their first practice only drew in six 
people, but those who attended really 
enjoyed it, Viel said. From there, word 
of mouth took over, and the band grew.
“[The members] started telling their 
buddies, and they started drawing in 
their friends into the band, and in a 
couple of months, we were fully popu-
lated and the band was at full force,” 
Viel said.
While Viel founded the band, he 
originally had no intention of becoming 
the director, he didn’t have any directing 
experience, but filled the role until he 
could find someone qualified.
“When I first proposed the idea of 
the band, I said: look guys, I’ll just start 
by trying to conduct, and if we find 
somebody better, will hire that guy,” 
Viel said.
However, Viel discovered that he 
enjoyed directing the band, and he has 
remained the band leader ever since.
“I miss performing sometimes, I’ll 
admit that. [But] I think I’m happier as 
a director just because, like I said, I get 
to do what I want,” said Viel.
For Viel, the South Van Big Band is 
a vehicle through which he fosters an 
interest in big band jazz among Van-
couverites.
“To me, for this band, it’s showing to 
the public how relatable this music can 
be." 
"Sometimes, when people think of 
big band or jazz, [they think] it’s some 
off-the-wall, avant garde stuff that has 
no melody, and it’s only for sophisti-
cated hippies in smoky jazz clubs.” 
Big band jazz is not as popular as it 
once was, but Viel and the South Van 
Big Band keeps playing, doing what 
they can to keep jazz relevant today.
“Jazz will always have it’s own niche,' 
said Viel.
Erik Hougaard, a trombonist in the South Van Big Band, plays at a gig at the 
Fairview Vancouver Pub on  March 5. SHOJI WHITTIER PHOTO
Big band swings on
South Van Big 
Band keeps jazz 
and swing alive
Alex Viel
DIRECTOR, SOUTH 
VAN BIG BAND
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FIGHTING FORM, continues from page 1
Langara film arts fight training opens door to jobs 
Gatka Federation of Canada members demonstrate traditional Sikh martial arts and weapons in the 
Langara Students' Union Building to celebrate the Vaisakhi festival. SAM MOWERS PHOTOS
Combat skills on display
Martial arts group performs for Vaisakhi festival on campus
 By SAM MOWERS
S tudents got a slice of the ac-tion amidst food, music and sword-brandishing martial arts as Langara’s Sikh community 
celebrated Vaisakhi.
The Langara Students' 
Union was filled with 
students, Sikh and 
otherwise, tak-
ing in a per-
formance by 
the Gatka 
F e d e r a -
tion of 
Canada, 
a Sikh 
m a r -
tial arts 
g r o u p. 
T h e 
g r o u p 
w a s 
there to 
h o n o u r 
the Vaisakhi 
festival.
Vaisakhi is 
celebrated as the 
birth of the Khalsa 
tradition in Sikhism. Khalsa 
is a collective of Sikhs who are com-
mitted to fighting oppression and pro-
tecting freedom. Beginning in the year 
1699, the Khalsa was founded by the 
10th Guru of the Sikhs, Guru Gobind 
Singh.
Langara computer science student 
Prabhjit Singh said that it was essential 
to celebrate Vaisakhi because 
of all the people who 
died for the Khalsa 
tradition.
“So many 
martyrs gave 
their lives to 
form the 
re l i g i on , 
so it’s 
very im-
por tant 
to us,” he 
said.
C e n -
tral to 
Langara’s 
Va i s akh i , 
was the 
w e a p o n s 
d e m o n s t r a -
tion by the Gatka 
Federation of Cana-
da. The significance of 
combat and weaponry goes 
back to the first Khalsa, which was 
formed in response to persecution by 
the ruling Mughal Empire in India. 
Hardeep Kaur of the Basics of Sikhi, 
a Sikh educational group, said Sikhs 
should use weaponry to defend them-
selves and others.
“Generally, as Sikhs, we should be 
practising with weaponry,” she said. 
“We should be able to protect ourselves 
and protect everyone around us.”
Langara’s Vaisakhi celebration was 
a lot smaller. Basics of Sikhi member 
Prabjot Singh said that proper Vaisakhi 
festivals are bigger and more elaborate.
“Compared to this it’s a much larger 
crowd and bigger event with pomp and 
cheer,” he said.
Vaisakhi is traditionally observed on 
April 13 or 14, but due to Langara’s 
exam schedule, the Sikh community 
held it sooner. Hardeep Kaur explained 
this and said that the exact date is not 
important.
“It might be that they don’t have time 
available then,” she said. “It doesn’t mat-
ter if it’s celebrated on the day or not.”
Retro 
tapes 
retired
Overhead projec-
tors and tapes 
to be eliminated 
from classrooms
2017 will be the 19th year Surrey 
has hosted a parade for Vaisakhi
350k
A record-breaking 350,000 people 
attended Surrey's annual Vaisakhi 
parade in 2016
4/22
Surrey's Vaisakhi parade is on April 
22. Vancouver's parade is April 15. 
SOURCE: CBC NEWS
VAISAKHI FESTIVALS
IN METRO VANCOUVER
19
 By RICA TALAY
L angara College will phase out VHS tapes and overhead trans-parency projectors by Septem-
ber 2018.
The AV services is working with the 
library services and educational tech-
nology department to get staff and fac-
ulty more comfortable with the move to 
digital media.
Luke Bramley, an audio visual tech-
nician, said keeping the old technology 
is too difficult.  
"A lot of our VHS players, they are 
starting to break down now because 
they are so old," Bramley said. 
"We still have a few that we can re-
place with but it's becoming a lot harder 
to find new ones that we can use in the 
college." 
Bramley said it’s important for staff 
and faculty to bring in any VHS tapes to 
the AV services so they can be digitized 
in order to meet the 2018 
deadline.
" I 
know when we 
f i r s t mentioned that the 
overheads would be phased out there 
was some panic because a lot of instruc-
tors do use them," Bramley said. 
"We find that very few instructors are 
using VHS and they are struggling with 
it because the tapes are so old. They de-
teriorate over time so they're losing the 
quality of those tapes." 
Tanya Lewis, a Langara English in-
structor understands why the overhead 
projectors are being phased out but 
finds them more reliable than other op-
tions.
"The only thing that could go wrong 
was a broken light bulb that was easily 
fixed," Lewis said. 
Annie Jensen the media librarian and 
one of the people planning the phase 
out, said VHS is not a sustainable for-
mat because VHS players stopped be-
ing made a long time ago.
"The VHS collection that we have 
has been steadily dwindling," she said. 
"As they age, because they're made of 
magnetic tape, the magnetic particles 
actually can become dangerous and 
hazardous to our health."
Jensen said the goal is to be able to 
replace the cassettes with DVDs, or be 
able to license films to stream online.
“You want to make 
sure everyone is safe 
and try to make it 
look believable.”
— ASHER KROHN, FILM STUDENT
“As Sikhs, we should 
be practising with 
weaponry”
— HARDEEP KAUR, BASICS OF SIKHI
 By VIOLETTA KRYAK
“Safety is obviously the most impor-
tant thing," Krohn said. "Film is not real 
life, you want to make sure everyone is 
safe and try to make it look believable 
within those parameters.” 
Krohn’s classmate Jarod Kaplan 
agrees, especially since he had an acci-
dent during rehearsals.
“Blocking is the major aspect of that, 
simply because if you are not blocked 
right, you might actually hit the guy, 
which is what we did in one of those 
runs, ” Kaplan said. “He got in a little 
too close and I threw my fist in a little 
too far so I did actually accidentally hit 
him.” 
Ryan McNeill Bolton, a stage fighter 
trained by Fight Directors of Canada 
and stunt performer in the Vancouver 
film industry said that it is extremely 
good for graduating actors to know how 
to effectively portray violence on stage.
“There had been a whole bunch of 
situations where I had been outright 
cast only because I knew how to fall and 
take hits,” said Bolton.
Mike Kovac, who also trained with 
Fight Directors of Canada and teaches 
for both film and stage in Vancouver 
and elsewhere, learned the hard way 
how important training and technique 
are to fight choreography.
 “I was out in Edmonton training for 
fight directors Canada nationals, and I 
was lifting up a partner of mine during 
a very slow rehearsal,” Kovac said. “My 
knee zigzagged out from underneath 
me and landed with another person on 
top of me.”
The Langara film arts department 
demonstrations will continue in Build-
ing A until March 31. 
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Ariel Helevitca shows off peacock-style plumage in a promotional shoot. She has been dancing burlesque since 
2011and spent five years abroad performing in shows. SUBMITTED PHOTO
International fest 
for burlesque 
starts on weekend
Weather 
poor for 
cherry
blossoms
Rapping 
positivity 
for social 
change
Local and international dancers participate
An especially 
cold winter and 
rainy spring has 
delayed the 
budding of trees
A Langara student raps 
his way through school 
with a message of 
being good
 By DUNCAN ANDERSON
T he Vancouver International Burlesque Festival, featur-ing legends in the world of burlesque and new headlin-
ers, returns to The Vancouver Playhouse 
this weekend. 
P e r f o r m e r s 
from across North 
America will join 
local burlesque 
enthusiasts and 
performers at the 
festival, which 
runs from March 
31 and April 
1. Poison Ivory 
from New York, 
crowned Miss 
Exotic World in 2016, and Bazuka Joe 
from the Midwest are this year’s head-
liners. TIT Talks, a burlesque speaker 
series, will kick off the festival. 
Ariel Helvetica has been a burlesque 
dancer for the past six years. She got 
involved with the festival in its infancy 
and said every year is a different experi-
ence. 
“This year we have changed venues, 
added a couple evening events and ev-
ery year we have different performers,” 
Helvetica said. 
Legends in the burlesque world are 
a fixture of the fes-
tival and pave the 
way for younger 
burlesque per-
formers like Hel-
vetica. “Our bur-
lesque legend this 
year is Camille 
2000. Having 
these legends in 
our festival makes 
it that much more 
special,” Helvetica 
said. 
Prior to the weekend’s festival, VIBF 
will bring back the popular speaker se-
ries TIT Talks. On Thursday, TIT, short 
for teach, inspire, transcent, will feature 
well-known figures in the world of bur-
lesque. 
“Speakers [touch] on topics ranging 
from things that are integral to strip 
tease,” Vancouver burlesque dancer and 
performer at VIBF April O’Peel said. 
“For example, being a mom and show-
girl at the same time.”
Becki Ross, professor of sociology 
at UBC whose research areas include 
burlesque, strip tease, sex work and the 
history of sexuality, is another speaker 
at TIT Talks. Ross will speak about her 
recent book Burlesque West: Showgirls, 
Sex, and Sin in Postwar Vancouver.
A fixture in the Vancouver entertain-
ment scene, burlesque is a performance 
art that attracts people from a range of 
backgrounds. 
Faye Havoc, member of the board of 
directors for VIBF, got involved via her 
work as a seamstress. 
“It’s kind of a funny story. I used to 
work as a seamstress and somebody in 
burlesque needed help making a cos-
tume. Once I was approached I said 
sure sounds great,” Havoc said. “I did 
take a bit of an unusual route into bur-
lesque, but here I am."
 By LAURA BROUGHAM
S ocial work and rapping don't al-ways go together, but it’s the per-fect mix for a Langara College 
rapper, who wants to spread a positive 
message with his music. 
Tobias Ramage is a second-year so-
cial work student by day, and rapper by 
night. He calls himself NamedTobias. 
and is currently looking to release his 
next EP by the end of summer, consist-
ing of three songs.
 “The theme is, I wanna say strength,” 
said Ramage. “The title is the Blood 
Work. So I believe that like the blood 
of Jesus — in terms of him dying for 
our sins — can cover us, make us pure, 
and we can shoot for the stars.”
Although God is an inspiration for 
his songs, Ramage also tries to make his 
music mostly positive, rather than just 
religious.
“I try my best not to make my music 
preachy,” Ramage said. “All my music is 
more so positive motivating type mu-
sic.”
Eyren Uggenti, a rapper by the name 
of Somethin’ Like That, performed with 
Ramage on Sunday at a local bar called 
Guilt & Company during an open mic 
night, and they have collaborated be-
fore that. He said Ramage brings a lot 
to the team.
“To date, he’s my favourite collabora-
tion that I’ve experienced as an artist,” 
Uggenti said. “His focus and his eye and 
ear for music and the pursuit of music 
has been really really constructive, on 
the part of us progressing through both 
the Vancouver hip hop scene, and the 
even broader scene outside of the city.”
Sarah-Audrey Mome, a freelance 
stylist, is a fan of Ramage, and said Ra-
mage has a different way of approach-
ing hip hop, which is one of the things 
that draws her to his music.
“I like Tobias’ music because he takes 
a fresh take on what it means to be hip 
hop and what it means to rap about 
struggles,” Mome said. “He just tries to 
sound like himself, and I really appreci-
ate that about him.”
 By SASHA LAKIC
I t may literally rain on the parade of cherry blossom lovers this year, thanks to Vancouver’s wet spring.
It has rained for 49 out of the new 
year’s 89 days in Vancouver, and this 
weekend’s forecast does not look much 
better with low temperatures and per-
sistent cloud cover, according to website 
weatherstats.ca.  The late spring in 2017 
is holding back the the majority of Van-
couver’s plant life flowering, including 
cherry blossoms. At least until the sun 
breaks through again.
James Warkentin, the garden su-
perintendent at VanDusen Botanical 
Gardens, said the delay is unusual when 
compared to earlier springs in recent 
years. He said the usual blooming date 
is around the third week of March and 
cherry blossom lovers should expect for 
the whole horticultural gamut to burst 
out as soon as it gets sunny in April.
“I think they are going to have to 
hold their breath for April,” Warkentin 
said. “It’s the month when everything is 
going to happen all at once.”
On April 2, Trout Lake Community 
Centre will still host its second annual 
Hanami fest, a Japanese cherry blos-
som festival featuring cultural perfor-
mances and fare, despite the absence 
of any blossoming guests of honour at 
the centre’s north end. The community 
centre’s recreation programmer, Eva 
Srobotnjak, said they are still waiting 
on spring to come.
“Nothing’s blossomed. That won’t 
happen,” Srobotnjak said. “Everything 
will be inside. It’s like winter here, it’s 
freezing.”
Satoshi Funabashi is from Japan and 
studying English as a second language 
at Langara College. He didn’t celebrate 
the cherry blossom festival when he 
lived in Japan, but the festival brings 
him hope.
"It makes me happy because I love 
cherry blossoms," Funabashi said. 
However, the thought of the blossoms 
coming late was troubling for him. "It's 
sad."
Tobias Ramage raps at Guilt & Com-
pany on Sunday, March 26. 
LAURA BROUGHAM PHOTO
Blossoms are closed and dripping in 
Vancouver. SASHA LAKIC PHOTO
“I think they are 
going to have to 
hold their breath for 
April.”
JAMES WARKENTIN,  
GARDEN SUPERINTENDENT AT 
VANDUSEN GARDENS
“Having these 
legends in our 
festival makes it 
that much more 
special.”
— ARIEL HELVETICA, BURLESQUE DANCER
Linguistic history
The word burlesque derives from 
Italian "burlesco" and burla, mean-
ing a joke or mockery.
FACTS ABOUT BURLESQUE
A VARIED AND EXCITING PAST
Where it started
The dance became popular in the 
1930s in London where it parodied 
well-known performances.
"The Girl in Blue"
The first largely popular burlesque 
dancer of the 20th century  
practised "cooch" dancing.
SOURCE: WWW.BURLEXE.COM
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The Chosen Food Supper Club's ten-part dinner series will reflect Jewish culture and traditions from a global perspective. SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 By SAM MOWERS
D iverse cuisine, storytelling and culture come together this spring in the Chosen Food 
Supper Club’s celebration of Jewish cu-
linary tradition.
The dinner series, put on by the Jew-
ish Museum & Archives of BC, features 
ten different dinner events from April 
to September. Each meal represents a 
different region of the world and re-
flects the cultural variety in the global 
Jewish population.
The museum’s director of community 
engagement, Michael Schwartz, said 
that a key function of the events is the 
pairing of stories with the meals to il-
luminate their cultural setting.
“The dinner will be served in courses, 
and the person who we got the recipes 
f r o m 
will be 
present 
to offer 
s o m e 
s t o r y -
t e l l i n g 
a n d 
s o m e 
context 
for the 
f o o d , ” 
Schwartz said.
After the event, participants will be 
sent home with a set of recipes to try 
out. Schwartz said that food carries im-
portance beyond physical sustenance, 
and was essential to communication.
“Food is 
really im-
portant as 
one of the 
ways that 
f a m i l i e s , 
and cul-
tures and 
communi-
ties in gen-
eral, main-
tain their 
i d e n t i t y 
and transmit that identity between gen-
erations,” Schwartz said. “It provides a 
starting point for conversation and for 
talking about things that are sometimes 
hard to talk about.”
Along with the ten dinner events, 
the museum has also started a twelve-
episode podcast series called The Kitchen 
Stories. Each episode features interviews 
from Jewish community members shar-
ing their experiences from around the 
globe and the role that food had in de-
fining and distinguishing them cultur-
ally.
Archivist Alysa Routtenberg said 
discussing food in the podcast was a 
great means of collecting new stories 
for the museum archive.
“We’re always looking for a new rea-
son to approach people,” Routtenberg 
said. “Now we have a reason to ap-
proach people who have restaurants or 
who are great home cooks.”
“Food is really important as 
one of the ways that families, 
and cultures and communities 
... maintain their identity.”
— MICHAEL SCHWARTZ,
JEWISH MUSEUM & ARCHIVES OF BC
Traditional Jewish fare with a side of storytelling
Ten-part dinner series represents the cultural variety in the global Jewish community
 By CASSANDRA OSBORNE
A s big box retailer Target launches an ad campaign claiming they haven’t photo 
shopped any of their models, a Van-
couver clothing brand says they’ve been 
promoting body positivity since 2014.
Julia Church is the owner and found-
er of Nettle's Tale, a Vancouver-based 
clothing line that designs swimwear 
for the everyday woman. Church said 
they’ve been using "average" women to 
model their line for the last four years. 
“I think there are a lot of larger cor-
porations that are now jumping on 
the body diversity train,” Church said. 
“I look at some of them and I can tell 
whether or not it’s authentic or not and 
whether they’re just doing it because 
they need to be sort of ahead of the 
curve or trend.”
According to Target's ad campaign, 
the company has "decided to show 
women’s bodies as they are, without 
reshaping their curves or removing 
stretchmarks." 
However, Church said what sets 
Nettle's Tale apart from other swim-
wear lines is that they aren’t exclusively 
marketed to younger women.
“[The models are] all so different. 
Different ages, different ethnicities, 
different body types, [all] modeling 
together,” Church said. “Not only are 
we body diverse, but we took it a step 
further and took photos of women who 
are just like your mom, or your sister, or 
your cousin.”
Nancy Pollak is a women’s stud-
ies professor at Langara College. She 
warns retailers aren’t the only source for 
social change and that as customers, we 
have to be very cautious. 
“When you walk into stores what 
are the products that are for sale there? 
How are they treating their women 
workers? How are they treating the 
women who sew those bathing suits?” 
Pollak said. “Real genuine social change 
involves changing a whole set of rela-
tionships not just a set of images.”
Britney Berrner, after whom a Net-
tle's Tale bathing suit is named, believes 
the company helps women feel more 
confident. 
“Women would come out [of the 
changing room] and walk out in just a 
bathing suit, full confidence, and they’re 
like ‘I’ve never felt so good in a bathing 
suit’,” she said.
“I’ve never felt beautiful like that.”
Nettle's Tale, a Vancouver brand, 
makes swimwear for the everyday 
woman. CASSANDRA OSBORNE PHOTO
Real women 
design real
swimwear for 
real bodies
Suits
for all 
sizes
 By RICA TALAY
I n the past two years charcoal products have become more popular due to their cosmetic and medical benefits and some 
Vancouver shops are now carrying the 
carbon-based compound.
Local shops like The Soap Dispensa-
ry and The Juice Co. are selling charcoal 
products to accommodate a growing 
demand in Vancouver. 
Via Hope, manager at The Soap Dis-
pensary on Main Street, said that char-
coal products at their store "fly off our 
shelves" because people are becoming 
more aware about the toxins in their 
environment. 
"It's really good for oil absorption 
and if you drank something that made 
you sick and you went to the hospital 
they do give you charcoal 'cause it does 
just pull things out of your stomach," 
Hope said.
The Soap Dispensary sells a variety of 
charcoal products from water filters to 
food grade powdered activated charcoal. 
It is used in a variety of ways, including 
face masks, teeth whitening, to make 
soaps and as a medicinal substitute.
Cally Bailey who is a health coach at 
The Juice Co. at their Main Street lo-
cation, said that charcoal products have 
started to become popular in Vancouver 
because in this city, “when somebody 
starts something it just spreads like 
wildfire.”
Bailey said when charcoal enters your 
system it is activated for a reason.
"It goes in and searches out any of the 
pathogens that your body identifies as 
toxic or harmful and what it will do is it 
will bind to it," she said.
The Juice Co. utilizes activated char-
coal in smoothies like the “hangover 
hug” to combat these toxins. Candice 
Savage, the store's manager said the 
“hangover hug” is a way to try activated 
charcoal if you don't like the taste.
“The hangover hug, when you mix it 
with the banana, it just gives it an added 
sweetness,” Savage said.
Maggie Tsur, a first time shopper at 
The Soap Dispensary was excited to fi-
nally find a charcoal water filter that she 
purchased to balance the acidity built 
up from food. 
“I’ve been looking for it for over a 
year," Tsur said. "There’s no other store 
that sells it.” 
Charcoal products are on the rise at The Soap Dispensary where Cally Bailey demonstrates various uses, incuding soap and self-care products. RICA TALAY PHOTOS
Charcoal is back in a big way
Vancouver businesses embrace the food and health trend
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Sunset the place for 4/20
V ancouver’s 4/20 rally needs a reef and with marijuana ad-vocates in Canada on the lip of achieving hard fought for 
legalization, the 
city council and 
park board should 
lighten up. Find-
ing a place where 
participants in 
the 4/20 rally, the 
city’s contribution 
to the worldwide 
celebration of can-
nabis culture, can 
have their smoke 
out has been in 
the air since last 
March when the park banned the rally 
from city parks. 
There’s been enough time for the city 
to problem solve to get a place for the 
rally to happen 
and with the 
event being less 
than four weeks 
away, organiz-
ers rightfully 
plan to roll up 
at Sunset Beach 
again this year. 
O rgan iz e r s 
have been taking over city-owned space 
without a permit for 21 years — the ral-
ly was held outside the Vancouver Art 
Gallery until it was force to move be-
cause of renovations — and not having 
a permit seems to agree with the kind 
of illegality associated with the culture.
West End residents who live in the 
front yard of 
Sunset Beach 
had grievances 
about traf-
fic congestion, 
aromatic sea 
air and noise, 
last year, that 
are valid. But 
the complaints 
about the 2016 rally were also relatively 
mild for an event that attracted 25,000 
smokers. With media warning residents 
that 4/20 organizers plan to hold the 
event at Sunset, residents might wish to 
make plans to spend the day away from 
their neighbourhood and reduce their 
frustrations.  
Organizers can also do their part to 
weed out problems that added to the 
smoke out being an issue last April. 
Everyone at the rally was old enough 
to smoke and that means they were old 
enough to clean up after themselves. 
When the rally ends and the air thins, 
city crews shouldn’t have to walk the 
beach to tidy up. 
This year might be the beginning of 
the end of 4/20 in Canada because after 
July 1, 2018, there’ll be less of a reason 
to rally and pipe up about the country’s 
marijuana laws.
OPINION
MICHELE 
PAULSE
“Residents might wish 
to make plans to spend 
the day away from their 
neighbourhood.”
 CASS LUCKE CARTOON
First Nations voices needed
I t’s about time that First Na-tions people 
are standing for 
election to the 
B.C. legislature.
In the upcom-
ing provincial 
election, all parties 
have First Nation 
candidates for an 
overall total of 
seven First Na-
tions hopefuls for office in Victoria.
That makes five more aboriginal can-
didates than in the last B.C. election. 
This is an improvement but the num-
bers are still low. 
Considering that First Nations peo-
ple make up 5 per cent of the popula-
tion in B.C., having only 2.5 per cent 
of candidates being First Nations still 
amounts to minor representation.
When he ran for prime minister, Jus-
tin Trudeau, who made several prom-
ises to First Nations people, attracted 
an overwhelming number of votes from 
aboriginal people.  
Unfortunately, not many of those 
promises have been acted on.
The lack of action by the federal gov-
ernment to First Nations people may 
be why we have seen a spike in the 
number of First Nations candidates in 
the B.C. election.
However, much like Trudeau ensured 
that women were better represented 
women in his 
Cabinet, First 
Nations people 
are making it a 
point to be bet-
ter represented 
in the May elec-
tions.
All the First 
Nations candi-
dates are quali-
fied for office so there needn’t be any 
assumptions that they might only be 
called on to meet a quota.   
First Nations people in Canada have 
a long history of having their voices and 
rights taken away. 
A c c u r a t e 
r e p r e s e n t a -
tion in politics 
would allow 
them to reclaim 
power and to 
make decisions 
that affect their 
lives without 
having to fight 
the govern-
ment.
Instead, they would be the govern-
ment.
OPINION
SASHA 
ZEIDLER
“That makes five more 
aboriginal candidates 
than in the last B.C. 
election.”
There are 
no perfect 
politicians, 
voters must 
choose
V oter turnout in the Vancouver-Langara riding was only 50 per cent in the 2013 provincial 
election. In the entire province, only 47 
per cent of registered voters between 
the ages of 18-24 cast their ballots. 
Why do B.C. resi-
dents seem not to 
care enough about 
provincial politics 
to vote, but seem 
to constantly com-
plain about the 
decisions the gov-
ernment makes?
If you’re the 
eligible voter who 
thinks you don’t 
want an NDP 
government as 
they have nothing to offer you other 
than a raise in your taxes, don’t think 
anyone is going to vote for the Green 
party now that marijuana is going to 
be legalized, don’t want to go back to 
a Harper-esque government by inviting 
the Conservatives into the legislature 
and don’t want to see Christy Clark as 
premier at press conferences for another 
four years, what are you to do?
Politics has always been a balance of 
trying to meet as wide of a group of vot-
ers as possible and voters need to identi-
fy which candidate meets most of their 
principles. Not every political party is 
going to satisfy voters all the time and 
fulfill every promise they make. Vot-
ers need to go into the election willing 
to compromise and accept that not all 
their wishes will be met because there 
will never be a candidate who will be 
able to achieve it all.
Trudeau’s election to prime minister 
has been credited to the young voter 
demographic that provincial politi-
cians can’t seem to tap into. Provincial 
candidates need to appeal to issues that 
address topics that young voters care 
about such as finding affordable hous-
ing in the downtown area, and being 
a candidate that reflects the values of 
young voters. 
Christy Clark is out of touch with 
voters. She has cut school budgets, 
raised housing rates beyond affordabil-
ity for younger voters who want to live 
in the downtown area and has become 
a problem as shown in the B.C. Federa-
tion of Labour's attack advertisements. 
But Clark is not the only choice and if 
you get to know the other candidates 
you could find one that agrees more 
with your principles. 
OPINION
SYDNEY 
MORTON
“Provincial 
candidates need to 
appeal to issues that 
address topics that 
young voters care 
about.”
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Who counts and who is counted
People gather outside the Carnegie Community Centre, a location where low-income residents of the Downtown Eastside frequently vote during local 
elections. SASHA LAKIC PHOTO
Getting out the poor vote
DTES riding faces greater challenges in voter turnout
 By KURTIS GREGORY
With a provincial elec-tion on May 9, various groups and individuals are increasingly con-
cerned about political representation 
for low income people who have his-
torically turned out in lower numbers.
In the last provincial election in 2013 
the voter turn out for the Vancouver-
Mount Pleasant riding, in which the 
Downtown Eastside is located, was 
just under 50 per cent. Meanwhile 
Vancouver-Quilchena, which includes 
Kerrisdale, had a turn out of just under 
60 per cent.
David Mossop, a retired lawyer who 
works with the Community Legal As-
sistance Society, said the number one 
issue is low income people often have 
higher priorities than voting.
“They have other priorities, more 
important priorities - food, housing, in-
come," he said. 
"They don’t see how the election can 
affect them and their day to day opera-
tions.” 
Nathan Allen, who has worked ex-
tensively to improve voter turn-out in 
the Downtown Eastside, believes in-
forming people of their voter registra-
tion options will help more homeless 
and low-income people vote. Elections 
BC requires individuals to show proof 
of residency, which can be difficult for 
many.
“A cheque stub or a bank statement 
or a health card or even a name on a 
prescription bottle, all count as one 
piece of ID,” Allen said. 
“There is another option that’s 
worked in campaigns before where a 
lawyer can sign a statutory declaration 
and stamp it.”
Recent feelings of disenfranchise-
ment among certain demographics have 
led Allen to believe that this election 
may be different.
“I think this election may see that, the 
outcry around how B.C. is so wealthy in 
many regards and but has shamefully 
forgotten younger, lower income voters, 
I think is turning around and I expect 
to see higher voter turnout in this elec-
tion.”
Debra McNaught, an organizer with 
the Carnegie Community Action Proj-
ect, believes that people in the Down-
town Eastside are actually more politi-
cally inclined than the numbers show.
“I am under the impression that peo-
ple that live down here are more politi-
cally motivated than any other place,” 
McNaught said. “I think that every 
time we hold a town hall when there is 
an election, we get a full house.”
More First 
Nation 
candidates 
across B.C.
But aboriginal people 
still under-represented 
by all parties
 By DUNCAN ANDERSON
While there may be an increase of First Nations candidates running in B.C.'s May 9 
provincial election, some say they are 
still underrepresented as candidates for 
all major parties. 
Between the BC Liberals, the 
BCNDP, and the BC Green Party, 
seven First Nations candidates are run-
ning, far more for all parties than in the 
2013 election. This accounts  for rough-
ly 2.5 per cent of all candidates running 
in B.C. According to Statistics Canada, 
five per cent of B.C.’s population is of 
aboriginal descent.
Melanie Mark an NDP MLA, was 
the first First Nations woman to be 
elected to the Legislative Assembly of 
B.C. She was elected in February of 
2016 to represent the riding of Van-
couver-Mount Pleasant. Mark, who is 
of Gitxsan, Ojibway, Cree, and Nisga'a 
descent, is also the only current First 
Nation MLA in the legislature.
“I think that it is interesting there is 
more than 1,” Mark 
said, referring to the 
number of First Na-
tions candidates. 
“There are 87 
seats in the legisla-
ture. So of course it 
would be nice to see 
more represenation 
in the legislature.” 
Ntle'kepmx elder 
and Aboriginal Studies Langara faculty 
member Mary Jane Joe thinks it is a 
huge commitment to run. 
“It costs money. To be campaigning 
and to get your face known before even 
a nomination is a huge commitment,” 
Joe said. “It’s a tremendous uphill battle 
for aboriginals.” 
Former Haisla Chief Councillor Ellis 
Ross is a candidate for the BC Liberal 
Party in the riding of Skeena. 
He believes that First Nations need 
to work more with B.C's oil and gas 
industry.
"The number one reason why I ran is 
that [liquid natural gas] had so much 
opposition and I don’t think they had 
enough strong voices from the north 
saying this is actually needed," he said.
“There is a lot of fear-mongering out 
there and a lot of information given out 
of context."
Mark is more cautious about the 
drive to extract LNG. She points out 
that indigenous people have been living 
off the land for longer than anyone else 
in the history of Canada. 
“For indigenous people, we wouldn’t 
be here if we couldn’t survive off the 
land,” said Mark. 
“The fight in the courts for environ-
mental justice is in our blood.”
Ross and Mark both agree that polit-
ical parties should invest more in court-
ing First Nations candidates.
"There is not enough First Nations.
First Nations' interests have risen to 
the top in the last 10-15 years, but that 
hasn’t been represented in any type of 
government system - local, regional or 
federal," said Ross.
Reaching out to the youth vote
Vancouver 
riding had one 
of lowest voter 
turn-outs in 2013 
 By EVAN HAGEDORN
Inadequate campaign outreach and a lack of millennial involvement are to blame for the low voter turn-out 
in Langara College’s B.C. riding, ac-
cording to local poll watchers.
In the 2013 provincial election, the 
Vancouver-Langara riding saw only 
50.5 per cent of registered voters turn 
out for the election, marking the fourth 
lowest voter participation in Vancouver. 
The riding extends from Angus Dr. and 
Granville St. on the west to Fraser St. 
and Main St. on the east, and is capped 
by 33 Ave to the north.
Langara political science professor 
Stephen Phillips said the riding has of-
ten been seen as a safe riding for the BC 
Liberal Party, which has resulted in low 
campaign competitiveness.
“One of the factors is how competi-
tive the election race is in a local riding 
traditionally,” said Phillip. 
“Based on past performance, the 
turnout will be lower in safe seats. 
"As a result [the parties] put less ef-
fort into their campaigns,” he said. 
This trend isn’t anything new as in 
the 2013 provincial elections, only 48 
per cent of young people ages 18 to 24 
voted.  
Simka Marshall, chair of the BC 
Federation of Students, is working to 
ensure that voter turn out among youth 
rises this year. 
She said that ensuring polling sta-
tions are located in convenient locations 
for youth and students is a priority for 
her organization. 
“Voting happens this year in May, 
when a lot of students are off campus so 
that can be a challenge,” said Marshall, 
“These are some of the things that 
on our end we are keeping in mind to 
make sure… that we are sending out 
the proper information so that students 
know where and when to vote.”
Wayne Collinge, Elections BC’s 
district electoral officer for Vancouver-
Langara, hopes an increase in advance 
voting days will encourage young voters 
to show up.  
The B.C. election will be held on 
May 9. 
Mary Jane Joe
ELDER-IN-RESIDENCE
LANGARA
A student walks past a transit ad encouraging voter turn out on May 9. 
STUART NEATBY PHOTO
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Caps look for first win vs Galaxy
Finalists Storm the Wall at UBCAnother 
losing 
season
Canucks will finish the 
season without making 
the playoffs ... again 
Competition rises 
as UBC's annual 
athletic event 
comes to a close 
Vancouver soccer club & fans hope for early goal to spark team on Saturday
 By CASS LUCKE
D espite a rocky start to the season, Vancouver White-caps FC are emerging from their bye, well rested 
and ready to bounce back for this week-
end’s game against the LA Galaxy. 
Home-field advantage hasn’t helped 
the Caps yet, with a draw and a loss at 
BC Place early in the season. Saturday’s 
game will be at home and the Caps and 
their fans hope to add a win to their 
season record. 
The return of David Ousted, Chris-
tian Bolaños and Kendall Waston’s 
returns should make up for the mid-
fielder, Brek Shea, but a trip to Mex-
ico on Tuesday for the CONCACAF 
Champions League semifinal against 
the Tigres UANL, will likely put first 
stringers on the sidelines Saturday. 
2016’s Canadian U-17 player of the 
year and 16 year old left-wing for Caps, 
Alphonso Davies, said that the outcome 
of previous games won’t influence his 
team’s performance on Saturday.
“We’re just approaching it like a 
regular game,” Davies said. “We didn’t 
have a great start but the break came 
at a good time and playing [Galaxy] at 
home definitely gives an opportunity to 
feed off the energy of the crowd.”
Saturday’s game will be the platform 
for announcing March’s Coldwell Play-
er of the Month award. Coldwell Bank-
er realtor and four-year Whitecaps' sea-
son ticket-holder Haze Hartwig agrees 
an early goal will spark the crowd’s en-
ergy and keep the team going.
“I've never left a game feeling 
bummed about the team, even if the 
outcome isn’t what I wanted,” Hartwig 
said. “The team and coaches are con-
sistently target-oriented and there’s al-
ways a great atmosphere.” 
Like a few Whitecaps, Galaxy players 
Giovani dos Santos, Gyasi Zardes and 
Ashley Cole have suffered early injuries, 
but will be back in action this week, ac-
cording to the Galaxy organization.
The Galaxy/Whitecaps scoreless 
match last April provides an interesting 
preview for Saturday’s game. 
In an interview on the Caps' website, 
head coach Carl Robinson said that the 
LA Galaxy are a great team, but the 
Caps are as well. 
Despite some injuries and suspen-
sions, they are going into the game with 
full confidence, Robinson said. 
The game is at 7 p.m on Saturday 
night, at BC Place. 
 By JASON GILDER
V ancouver Canucks fans are ex-pressing disappointment about the 2016-17 season, but are still 
optimistic about the team’s future. 
After making the NHL postseason 
in seven of nine seasons, the Canucks 
have failed to qualify for the playoffs 
for the second-consecutive season. In 
playoff contention midway through the 
campaign, the experience of fellow Pa-
cific Division teams was too much for 
a youthful Canucks club, who currently 
sit 12th in the Western Conference 
with 69 points. 
Kingsley Bailey has been the manag-
er of Vancouver Ticket & Tour Service 
on Beatty Street since 2000 and said his 
ticket sales are at an all-time low. Bailey, 
an avid Canucks fan, conveyed his dis-
satisfaction with the team this season. 
“We’ve made some bad mistakes, the 
scouting has been poor,” Bailey said. 
“They need some help.”
Bailey also said a main reason fans 
aren’t flocking to Rogers Arena is the 
anticipation that the team won’t play 
well. Furthermore, many fan favourites 
like Ryan Kesler, Kevin Bieksa, Alexan-
dre Burrows and Jannik Hansen have 
left Vancouver. 
Kyle Triebar, a marine operator and 
firefighter, has cheered for the Canucks 
for 15 years. Although disappointed 
with their losing trends, Triebar is op-
timistic about the team’s future, as the 
team is stacked with young potential.
“I’m excited for the future,” Triebar 
said. “That’s a huge positive that keeps 
drawing me to watching games right 
now.
As the Sedin-era winds down in 
Vancouver, young hopefuls such as Ben 
Hutton, Troy Stecher and Brock Boeser 
bring promise to the Canucks fanbase. 
A decade-long fan from Portland, 
Steven Hillibush is attending his first 
Canucks game and said he looks at this 
as a rebuilding season.
“They’re gonna have down years ev-
ery once in awhile,” Hillibush said. “So 
definitely stick with it.”
The Canucks are coming off a 4-1 
loss to the Anaheim Ducks on Tuesday 
at Rogers Arena.
Vancouver plays Toronto earlier this month at BC Place. CASS LUCKE PHOTO
Clockwise from top: Wall Challenge final competitor gets pulled up the wall by teammates and volunteers; Participants of the campus-wide men's final climb 
the wall; Team Salt Squad from left to right: Katherine Wong, Olivia Zawadiuk, Sydney Lopes, Allie Donaldson and Pauline Chuang. CHRISTOPHER THOROSKI PHOTO
“My favourite part is 
seeing people get over 
the wall that have 
never done it before.”
— ALLY ANDERSON, UBC RECREATION 
 By CHRISTOPHER THOROSKI
F inalists of UBC’s annual event, Storm the Wall, compete to be champions as the university cel-
ebrates the event’s 39th year. 
Founded in 1978 by Nestor Korchin-
sky, Storm the Wall is a three-day event 
that has grown to be the largest intra-
mural event in North America. 
S t u d e n t s , 
faculty, alumni 
and commu-
nity members 
run, swim, bike 
and climb in 
individual and 
team races, the 
final obstacle 
being a 12-
foot wall. 
Ally Anderson, the marketing and 
communications coordinator of UBC 
recreation, has been working on the 
event for two years. 
She said that it’s a great way to bring 
the campus and the community to-
gether. 
“My favourite part is seeing people 
get over the wall that have never done 
it before,” Anderson said. “Seeing their 
joy and their happiness is what makes it 
all worth it.”
Over 800 teams, five people per 
team, registered this year and despite 
the rain, UBC Recreation expects that 
the number of spectators will reach the 
thousands.
Farris Bahassan, a student at UBC’s 
English Language Institute, competed 
in the Wall Challenge Final and al-
though he didn’t finish with a podium 
ranking, he said he really enjoyed the 
event.
“It was so much fun, but I’m so tired,” 
Bahassan said. “Working as a group is 
the best part.”
Allie Donaldson, a second year ki-
nesiology student at UBC, ran 1.5 km 
before joining her team, Salt Squad, and 
climbing over the 
wall. 
Despite finish-
ing in last place, 
Donaldson said 
that they were 
happy with the 
results. 
“We didn’t 
even expect to 
make it this far,” 
Donaldson said. “So the fact that we 
did is amazing.”
Donaldson also admires the team 
building that the event requires and 
believes that it brings her friends closer 
together. 
“It’s a different type of teamwork that 
we don’t do in school.... Going over the 
wall is very terrifying, but because of 
that it’s my favorite,” Donaldson said. 
